4-12-69 


Dear Harold, 

Your letter of 3/24 arrived promptly, but the letter of 4/5 took 
five days to get here & arrived on the 10th. I haven't been 
able to write to you because I was pretty sick. Spent a week in 
the hospital with pneumonia. I'm now convalescing at home — can't 
go back to work for another 10 days. 

The report on the FBI visit to Hester is very interesting. You 
recall that Corley thought the mention of the license # in connec- 
tion with Oswald was the FBI telescoping two things -- so now here 
we have the FBI attributing that link to Hester, which Corley 
indicated was not and could not have been true. In w hat Corley 
si>id it's unclear whether the FBI vis' ted Larkin (who I had 
mistakenly identified as Hester's father) but if you look at the 
report I sent you on that it certainly appears as if the FBI must 
have talked to him at some point, because he told Hester to expect 
a visit from them. I’m going to mail another copy of this report 
to Corley and see what his reaction is. 

On the copying capacity of my friend here: she works for a 
stockbroker. She starts work a bout e J ght in the morning, and 
says that there's no one there to oheck what's being done on 
the copiers until about 10, so for those tw> hours she can do 
whatever she wants. She said 200 pages would be no problem for 
her to make one or two copies of in a day, and perhaps 4 f she 
had two days she’d be able to make more copies. Of course, as 
with your man who’s making the copies for you, all these things 
hinge on the dependability of the particular person that particular 
day or week, but I think this girl would be fairly dependable. 

I got another good rejection on my novel. Simon & Schuster sa 4 d 
it was interesting, timely, etc. but they couldn't oubl* sh it. 

They suggested I try getting it out in paperback quickly. This 
after they kept the mss nearly two months# 

The draft situation gets more interesting all the time. The local 
board did 'not deny the use of "outside information," but of course 
they didn't confirm it either. So I wrote the state director, asking 
him to pull the file and examine both the contents of the file 
and the outside information and make the outside information 
available to me to reopen the case. Well, he wrote back and s a'd 
he had examined the entire contents of the file & I hadn't been 
denied any of my rights -- cleverly avoiding even acknowledging 
the existence of the outside information. So now I’ve written 
General Hershey arcing himto do the same thing. Wbi le he's do'ng 
that they can't issue an induction order. T f Hershey doesn't 
give me sc ly satisfaction, then I’ll go to the Justice Department. 


That’s about all for now. As soon as I get moving around again 
I’ll get t ogether with the probation off i cer who was assigned to 
Vallee, maybe we'll get something good from him. 



